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FILED: MAY 25,2001 

FOR: HYDROGELS CAPABLE OF 
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COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
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SIR: 

Now comes Dr. Thomas Daniel who deposes and states: 

1 . That I am a graduate of the Justus-Liebig-Universitat Giessen and received a PhD. 
degree in the year 1993. 

2. That I have been employed by BASF SE (former BASF Aktiengesellschaft) since 
1 999 as a chemist. 

3. That the dried hydrogcl IlySorb P7710 was commercially available from BASF. 
HySorb P77 1 0 was produced in the BASF site at Portsmouthy'^' A. The dried hydrogel 

was prepared by polymerizing acrylic acid and a crosslinker in a polymerization reaction mixture 
to obtain a polymer gel. The granular gel was neutralized with aqueous sodium hydroxide. A 
sodium silicate solution was added to the polymer gel in an extruder prior to drying. After 
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diying, milling and sieving the polymer in granular form was post-crosslinked with an epoxy 
compound. 

The so obtained sample of HySorb P77I0 was then used by Dr. Essig to prepare samples 
for SEM measurements. 

4. The undersigned petitioner declares further that all statements made herein of his own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief arc believed to be 
true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by tine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of this application or any patent issuing therefrom. 

5. Further deponent saith not. 
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